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(IJea.l  before  llie  Sueiety,  April   17,   11)17.) 


Munti^oiiicry  County,  within  wliicli  SiKcr  Spriiii;'  is 
situated,  was  sei^regated  from  I'riiicc  (icoi^ue's  (bounty 
ill  1748,  wlieii  it  hei-aini'  a  part  ol"  l^'rcderick  (-ouiily. 
Its  liistoric;  soil  v\v][  then  should  lia\e  I'clt  and  heard 
in  wliisjjers  the  coniin^-  oi'  ^reat  e\'ents.  (icneral 
l^raddock  niar<'lied  across  it  on  his  wa>'  to  defeat  in 
the  I'^rencli  and  Indian  W^ir,  where  (Jeneral  W^ashing- 
ton  gained  the  liist  experiences  of  a  soldier.  In  his 
company  and  as  a  companion,  my  ,^reat  ^roat-^ranil" 
father,  Christopher  (list,  hoi'ii  and  raised  in  l>altimoi'e, 
also  marched  across  the  soil  of  Did  iMontjz,'oiner}'. 

'V\i(i  few  and  scattered  settlements  which  were  then 
in  existence  were  not  near  SiKcr  Spi'iii^-.  Indians, 
j>rinci])ally  Piscatawags,  roamed  over  tlie  country  and 
as  late  as  1797  an  act  of  assembly  w^as  ])assed  for  Mont- 
ii,-oniery  County,  oiTerini;'  I'ewai'ds  of  $.")()  pei'  head  for 
evei'y  wolf  over  six  months  old  and  $4  for  every  one 
under  tliat  age.'  No  doubt  these  wolves  then  made 
their  homes  around  Sih'er  Spi'int;',  because  tlu;  tirst 
settlemeiits  ran  aloni:,'  K'ock  Creek  and  the  l<]astern 
Brancli  of  the  T\)tomac.  Sih'er  Sprinj^'  remained  as 
wild  as  an>'  spot  on  the  ))anks  of  tlu;  Mississip])i  oi' 
Columl)ia  liivers.  No  sounds  of  population  thrilled 
lier  wavin<;'  i)ine  trees  and  the  (lush  of  life  in  the  bud- 
diiii;'  of  tiie  spiin^tinie  must  h;i\e  been  without  man's 
knowledjj,e  or  liis  care.  ^Tlie  shades  and  shadows  of 
Sih'er  S])rin,g'  were  left  unnoticed  by  the  early  settlers, 

1  S,-1i;u1''h  "liistuiy  of  Maryland,"    Vol.   ],  p.  (111. 
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who,  stinmlated  Wy  tlu;  I'eiiiuiicratht'  ])i"i('es  i'ov  to- 
l)a('('0,  ri'duccd  tlic  land  ol'  Moiiti^ctuu'ry  CUmiil}'  to  cul 
tivation.-  This  staph'  so  a}»[)ealtHl  to  J\lai>  huiders 
Avhen  the  first  scttli'iin'iits  occuncd  that  it  was  used  in 
the  i)Uu'e  of  iiioik;}^  as  a  iiiedium  of  exchaiii;e.  Waives 
were  jiaid^iii  tobacco  and  in  \7'A'2  tobacco  was  mach'  a 
leg'al  tender  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  per  i)oun(L 
Fines  for  criminal  offenses  wer(!  paid  in  it;  Sabbath- 
breaking-  or  sellini^-  li(inor  on  Sunday,  were  punished  at 
tlie  rate  of  from  I'OU  to  2,000  pounds  of  toba<'co  and 
even  the  salary  of  Hit!  learned  and  witty  ret^tor  of  Rock 
(!reek  ])arish  was  paid  in  it,  hi'  t'ujoyin^'  an  income  of 
niiu'ty  liogsheads  of  t(jbacco  a  \'ear.-'  In  making-  ref 
ert'uce  to  these  early  settlers  of  iMont,i;()niery  County, 
who  exhausted  her  lands  and  whose  life  is  now  lar,i;c'ly 
forf^otten  with  its  come  ('as}%  i;-o-easy  methods,  we 
must  not  for^'et  the  brilliant  and  <;ifte(i  Philip  IJarton 
Key,  who  livetl  in  luxur}'  at  Woodley,  as  well  as  the 
second  one  of  that  name,  son  of  l*'rancis  Scott  l\cy, 
author  of  the  "Star  Spangled  15annei',"  the  latter 
shot  l)y  (leneral  Sickles  two  blocks  from  here.'  The 
new  Key  i)rid<2,e  across  the  Potomac  River  wheie  IIk; 
old  Aijueduct  Hrid,a,e  exists  will  when  built  cari\'  the 
name  of  Key  down  to  i>osterit\'  anmui;'  us. 

^riiese  were  l)right  and  hap])y  days  for  the  old 
S(|uires  of  Monti^omer}'  ('(umty  and  our  District  of 
(^olumbia,  who  built  hands(jme  homes  and  lived  at  ease 
in  these  neighborhoods.'''  ^IMie  parson's  honu;  con- 
tinues standing  in  the  count)' and  is  known  as  "llayes" 
and  is  occnjjied  and  owned  by  Mr.  Cj.  ^IMunnas  Dunlop, 
one  of  the  descendants  of  James  Dunlop,  who  bought 
it  about  17!)2  from  the  ])arson's  estati-. 

-' Sfliarf's  "History  of  .\[:u7laii(l, "   Vol.   1,  p.  (i(;(i. 
3  Vorbea  Lindsay's  "History  of  tlie  (Tity  of  Washijigtoii,' '  p.  li.'i. 
-ilSeharf's  "History  of  Western  Maryland,"   Vol.   1,  ]>.  ;i!)!). 
sHcliarf's  "History  of  WestLMii   Maryland,"   V.d.   1,  p.  liDi). 
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(Ic'st'i'lhcd  as  a  tall,  iiiclaiu'lioly  man  of  distiiiguislu'd 
appearance,  (li'es>c'(l  in  tlireadhare  .siirtoul  ami  lii.^li 
hell  crowned  hat,  leaniiii;'  ]iea\'il\'  upon  a  stai't'  and 
I'olUnved  by  one  halt'  do/en  Inniting  (U)i;s. 

This  beautii'nl  place,  still  called  "(Jreen  Hill," 
owned  by  the  estate  ol'  l^lisha  iii.^i^s,  is  (u-cupied  each 
snninier  by  Mr.  and  RFrs.  (Jeor.^'e  Howard,  a  "grandson, 
^riie  garden  in  which  Major  L'l'hifaid  was  buried  was 
laid  out  b\'  him,  sliowin,^"  much  oi'  the  same  wonderful 
talent  which  he  displaced  in  la\  ing'  out  the  city  ot 
Washington.  It  is  still  cai-el'ull)'  preser\ed  \>y  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howard  and  when  llu;  remains  of  Major 
Tj'l^^nfant  weie  I'enioxcd  to  Ai'lington,  1  was  in\'iled  to 
be  present  at  the  (lisint<'rnient  as  a  re)»resentati\e  of 
the  owners  of  the  pi'opei'ty,  and  witnesse<l  the  remo\al 
of  his  remains  aii<l  was  gixcn  a  section  of  tlu;  cedai" 
tree  which  grt'W  at  the  head  of  the  graw  and  whose 
roots  jiassed  through  it  and  which  no  doul»t  was  i)ar- 
tiall\"  nourished  b}'  the  reimiins  of  Major  L'l'hd'ant. 

Tlie  places  of  "  Kiversdale,"  "Arlington,"  "Ami- 
lostan,"  "  Duddington,"  and  otheis  weie  within  rid- 
ing distance  and  enjo\ed  b)  similar  owners.'^  These 
great  estates  and  lamh'd  proprietors  surrounded  Sil- 
N'er  Spring  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  Their 
owners  and  residents  were  wonderfnll\'  pros|)erous, 
possessed  many  sla\'es,  and  in  part  belonged  to  excel- 
lent families  of  Mnglish  origin.  4'hey  drank,  were 
addicted  to  duelling,  racing  and  cock  lighting,  an<l  li\('d 
as  gentlemen  then  li\ed. 

But  besides  this  they  were  intensely  patriotic  and 
the  iievolution  ft)und  numbers  of  them  lighting  e\'ery- 
wdiere  in  the  ranks  of  the  colonists.^  It  was  among 
these  settlei's  and  tobacco  plantei's,  on  whose  patriot- 
ism I  have  not  time  to  dwell,  on  the  tirst  day  of  ()cto- 

s  l''orl)cs  liiiulsuy,  p.  1.'7. 

"  Si-harf's  "History  of  Western  Maryland,"  \'ol.  1,  ji.  (M.i. 
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her,  177(5,  that  jMOiit^ouiery  C'uiinty  was  separated 
from  b'rederick  (!(juiit}'  and  created  into  a  eo\nd>-  hy 
itself.  At  this  time  they  wei'e  seethinii'  with  animosity 
towards  the  mother  c'onntr\\  so  ([nite  natuiall\  liichai'd 
]\Iont<^()mery 's  name  appeah'd  to  the  mind  and  heart 
of  every  man.  This  hrilliant  Irishman,  who  liad 
foui^ht  with  (Jeneral  Wolfe  at  (^)nehec  in  the  l']n,ulish 
arm>',  iiad  married  a  (htuiAhter  of  dudi^c  Kohert  Ik. 
Livingston,  of  New  York,  where  he  had  settled.  Marly 
in  the  dispnte,  howexcr,  he  took  sides  with  the  colonies 
and  in  177."),  ,ui\'in^-  np  the  comforts  and  Inxnries  in 
which  lie  lived,  xictorionsly  led  an  expedition  into 
Canada,  where  he  was  rapidl>-  concpierim;'  th(i  entire 
Province,  when  the  (piestion  of  a  new  name  For  onr 
connty  arose.  i\nd  they  selected  his  name  — "  jNlontgom- 
ury."  Alas,  his  li\ing  fame  was  shortdived.  I'erhaps 
few  men  have  excr  li\-ed  whose  nntimely  (U-ath  caused 
keener  regrets  thaii  that  of  (ieneral  Montgomery,  who 
died  like  the  great  Wolfe  in  the  honr  of  his  tiiumph  at 
(^)nel)ec  and  his  remains  now  lie  in  the  churchyartl  of 
Trinity  Chnrch  in  New  York  City,  snrronnded  hy  the 
whii-l  an<l  eddy  of  Wall  Street.  But  his  death  inten 
sitied  the  devotion  of  Americans  to  his  memory,  and 
connties  and  cities,  and  children,  were  alike  named  for 
him.  My  grandfather,  Francis  Preston  i^lair,  was  one 
of  those  who  sought  to  ])erpetnate  his  fame  hy  naming 
a  child  in  his  honor  and  my  father  was  therefore  name(l 
"Montgomery  IMair,"  so  Montgomery  Blair  living  in 
Montgomery  County  Loth  traced  their  name  to  this 
early  hero  in  onr  struggle  for  independence. 

Silver  Spring  lay  in  jieacefnl  sUunher  during  these 
stirring  years  and  not  until  my  grandfathei',  who  had 
been  brought  fi'om  Kentnt-ky  l)y  Andrinv  Jackson, 
Pr(^sident  of  the  IFnited  States,  soon  after  his  ekn'tion 
rode  into  its  delightful  wilds  on  his  horse,  Selim,  and 
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discoverLHl  the  l»i'aiitifiil  sparklin,^'  ,s])jiiii;-  from  wliicli 
its  name  is  (lerixcd,  did  it  he^iii  U)  li\i'  on  tiie  map. 
lie  had  j)nr('hast'd  this  saddh'  horse  t'l'om  (Jeiieral  Wil- 
liam Lini^an  (iaither,  atter  whose  I'amily  the  i)i'os|ier- 
ons  town  ol'  (laithershur,i;-,  in  Monti^omery  ('onnt\, 
takes  its  name,  then  a  representatixe  man,  and  while 
ridinj^'  Selim  one  day  t)utside  the  honndary  of  the  Dis- 
triet  of  ('Oluml)ia,  his  horse  became  fri^litened  and 
tlirew  his  I'ider  and  lan  away  among-  the  thick  ji,rowth 
of  ])ines  in  the  valley  to  the  west  of  the  road  which  is 
now  known  as  (ieor^ia  A\enne,  in  the  District  of  Vo- 
lumbia,  formerly  Se\'enth  Street  Koad,  in  the  county. 
He  followed  his  horse  into  the  woods  and  found  him 
snared  by  the  I'eins  by  a  bu.sh  which  had  caught  tlu/ 
reins  (hmgiini;',  and  near  the  ])lace  was  a  beautiful 
s])rin,g  full  of  white  sand  and  mica  which  the  gush  of 
the  water  from  the  earth  forctnl  into  a  small  colunni 
Avhieh  sparkled  as  it  rose  and  fell  like  siher.  He  was 
charmed  wdlh  the  s])ot  and  purchased  the  ])ro])erty. 
It  was  not  dear  and  I  ha\e  a  parchment  certilieate 
allowing'  that  some  of  the  land  was  bought  direct  from 
tiie  state.  My  eai'liest  memc)i'y  of  Sih'er  Spring-  in- 
cludes this  beauty  of  the  spi'ing-  described  by  him  and 
(juite  famous  at  the  time,  but  alas,  it  is  now  no  longer 
the  same.  The  (.'olumn  of  shining  silver,  sand  and  mica, 
ever  rising-,  ever  falling',  ever  spai'kling  in^  the  water 
and  the  sunlight,  was  presided  oxav  \)y  a  nuu'))le  statue 
of  a  l)eautiful  water  nymph  ))laced  there  by  my  grand- 
father, and  it  was  endless  joy  for  me,  a  little  country 
boy,  to  sit  and  watch  and  dream  upon  this  ex(|uisite 
combination  of  white  marble  and  living  water,  ihit 
like  many  dreams  of  childhood  it  has  gone.     A  freshet 

)»T.   [I.  K.  liijyd'.s  "llistoiy  uf  Muntgonu'iy  Co.,"  p.  92. 
11  Scliarf'd  "  Histoiy  of  W^'stoni  Maryland,"  Vol.  1,  j..  7G4. 
1- Civorgu  Alfn'il   Towiisciul '.s  ''Washington  Oiitsiilf  and    Inside,''   pp. 
718,  71!t. 
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caused  l)y  a  heavy  storm  waslied  earth  from  tlie  sur- 
rounding- country  into  tlie  spring'  and  destroyed  the 
sand  and  mica.  No  elfort  lias  since  Ijeen  a])le  to  renew 
tlie  sim^jle  beauty  of  that  early  Siher  Sirring.  The 
sand  does  not  sparkle  as  it  did,  nor  the  mica  shine  in 
the  sunlight,  and  I  have  heard  people  say  as  they  gazed 
at  it,  why  was  this  called  Silver  Springf 

b'rancis  Preston  IMair'-'  was  born  at  Abingdon,  Vir- 
ginia, April  12,  17U1.  His  father,  James,  was  the  son  of 
John  Blair,  acting  president  of  Princeton  University, 
when  Witherspoon,  a  signer  of  the  Dechiration  of  inde- 
l)endence,  whose  statue  you  can  see  on  C'onnecticut 
Avenue  and  N  Street,  was  called  there  to  be  president 
of  the  University.  James  J^lair,  after  marrying  in  Vir- 
ginia, removed  to  Kentucky,  where  he  was  Attorney- 
(Jeneral  of  the  State  for  some  thirty  years,  IMy  grand- 
father married  Eliza  Violet  (Jist,  whose  grantlfather 
was  that  same  Chi'istojJier  Oist  who  had  marched 
across  Montgomery  County  with  J3raddock  to  battle 
with  the  French  about  a  hundred  years  before.  After 
engaging  in  the  contest  in  Kentucky  between  the  Old 
Court  and  New  Court  which  almost  destroyed  the  state, 
and  serving  as  clerk  of  the  New  Court,  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  Kentucky  Argus,  a  Democratic  news- 
paper ])ublished  at  Frankfort,  and  he  wrote  in  this 
paper  a  strong  article  denouncing  nulliiication,  which 
attracted  the  attention  of  General  Jackson,  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  who  was  strongly  opposed 
to  disunion.  President  Jackson  sent  for  my  grand- 
father and  in  1830  helped  him  to  establish  a  newspa]jer 
in  Washington,  the  s])ecial  |)urpose  of  which  was  to  de- 
fend "and  ex])lain  the  jfolicies  of  the  administration. 
This  paper,  the  (llobc,  became  a  jiower  and  the  histoi'y 
of  Jackson's  and  Van  Buren's  administi'ations  can  best 

13  ;MamiscTipt  Lii'c  by   ^loiitguuiury  lilair. 
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be  understood  from  its  coluinii.s.  But  after  Van  Buren'.s 
defeat,  the  (llabr  liavin<i,'  warmly  denounced  the  South- 
ern leaders,  was  reorganized  when  I^'esident  l^)lk  .■suc- 
ceeded to  the  Presidency,  and  he  dismissed  my  grand- 
father as  editor  hut  sought  to  letain  his  friencUhip  and 
offered  him  a  foreign  mission.  JNIr.  Hlair  declined  the 
mission,  and  said,  according  to  my  father,  that  in  re- 
lieving him  of  his  editorship  President  Polk  had  con- 
ferred upon  liim  the  greatest  favor,  and  that  iKjthing 
could  induce  him  to  give  ui)  his  home  at  Silver  Spring. ^^ 
]\ry  grandfather  retained  his  opinions  and  later  vig- 
orously opposed  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise 
and  declared  its  repeal  a  declaration  of  war  against  the 
Union  by  the  Southern  leaders. 

Francis  Preston  Blair  in  those  days  was  a  "free- 
soil"  Democrat.  He  opposed  the  extension  (jf  shucry 
and  believed  that  it  could  l)e  gradually  eradiealed. 
These  views  were  those  of  Jackson  and  the  great  fol- 
lowing who  looked  to  iiim  for  leadershij).  lie  felt  that 
slavery  was  but  a  wedge  with  which  the  South  would 
split  the  Union  and  if  they  could  not  rule  it  they  would 
try  to  ruin  it.  The  Southern  leaders  slowly  forced 
the  old  Jackson  free-soil  men  out  of  control  of  the 
l)arty  and  into  retirement  and  tried  to  absorb  the  coun- 
try as  well,  and  their  success  so  increased  their  pride 
and  contemjit  for  the  opinion  of  all  opposition  that 
they  rei)ealed  the  jMissouri  Compromise  law  and  ac- 
tually threatened  to  overwhelm  the  entire  country  with 
the  evils  and  abuses  of  slavery. ^^ 

At  this  trumpet  call  my  grandfather  withdrew  from 
his  retirement  at  Silver  Spring  to  aid  the  r\ei)ublican 
party,  which  had  already  started  in  a  feeble  way  in 
1854  in  Wisconsin  with  the  pur|)Ose  of  restricting  sla\'- 

n  Kufus  Hoekwell  Wilson,  "  Wasliiiigtoii  tlie  Capital  (!ity,"  \'ol.  '_', 
p.  41. 

IS  KhjL'berg 'a  ''Formation  of  the  lU'iJiihlicau  I'arty,"  p.  :i7. 
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ery.  A  call  fur  a  National  Kepubliraii  Coiiveiilion  oi' 
f^'atluiring  at  i*ittsl)uri;li,  bV'hniary  -'2,  IS.Ki,  was  issued 
from  Washington  on  January  17,  18r)(i,  in  order  to  i)er- 
feet  its  organization  and  provide  for  a  National  Con- 
vention at  some  subse(|uent  date."'  i\ly  grandfatlier 
took  an  active  jiart  in  issuing-  this  call  fi'om  Wasliing- 
ton.  lie  attended  the  conference  at  Pittsburgh,  which 
was  composed  of  many  discorilant  elements,  "whigs, 
abolitionists,  free  soldiers,  and  native  Americans,  and 
came  near  breaking  up,"  and  an  authority  says  that 
thrcnigh  the  "efforts  of  Lewis  Clephane,  of  Washing- 
ton, 1).  C,  Francis  Preston  Blair  was  made  i)ermanent 
chairman  or  President,  without  objection,  and  his  abil- 
ity and  tact  and  discretion  prevented  a  t-omplet(; 
fiasco.'"'  He  certainly  jiresided  over  the  meeting  at 
Pittsburgh  which  organized  the  ]jarty.  An  executi\e 
committee  was  selected  and  it  issued  a  call  for  a  (\m- 
vention  to  meet  in  Pliiladeli)liia  on  June  17.  b'remont 
was  nominated  for  the  Presidency.''^  My  grandfather 
was  a  delegate  fo  this  con\'ention  and  as  (Jeneral  Fre- 
mont had  married  Miss  Jessie  Jk'nton,  the  (hiughter  (jf 
his  old  friend,  Senator  Pentun  from  Missouri,  in  whose 
office  my  father  started  to  practice  law,  it  is  natural  to 
siis})ect  he  had  something  to  do  in  selecting  the  tirst 
candidate  for  the  l*residency  of  the  Hepublican  party.'" 
lie  was  delegate  at  large  for  Maryland  to  the  Conven- 
tion in  18()U,  when  Mr.  Lincoln  was  nominated,  and 
after  his  election  to  the  Presidency  he  was  a  constant 
adviser  and  fiiend  of  the  President,  and  my  father, 
]\[ontgomery,  became  his  Postmaster-General.-'^ 

1'he  Silver  S])ring  grounds  and  gaidens  wei'c  exten- 

lu  ' '  IJepublicaii  Comoiitiuiis  Siia-i'   iSTiO, ''  by   Iluiiry   II.  Smith. 

17  "  I'olitic-al  llei-olk'c-tiuiis, ' '  hy  (ieori^^t.'  W.  .Julian,  \i.   147. 

18  Ajtiiletoii's  Eiicycloi)a"lia,  Vol.  2,  \i.  (jS8. 
1"  "  Ri'jiiihlieaii  Party,''  iiy  Francis  (Autis. 

-'>  U.  S.  Ahujacinc  and  DvnuicnUiv  litciciv,  July,   lSt;"i,  Vul.    17,  jp.   11, 
article  iMititlcJ  "liluir  and  the  (aohe.  " 
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sivo  and  beautiful.  Tlie  entrance,  always  called  by  the 
negroes  the  "Big  Gate,"  was  just  across  the  Maryland 
line  from  tlie  District  line.  ()iie  of  the  boundai')  stones 
of  the  District  of  Cohnnhia  as  it  was  laid  out  under 
General  Washington  is  within  sight  of  the  gate.  The 
old  carriage  drive  wound  through  heavy  forests,  until 
it  neared  the  house,  when  one  tlrove  througii  a  row  of 
horse  chestnut  trees,  beautiful  to  look  at  when  in  bhioiu, 
then  through  a  row  of  hirge  silver  i^ines.  'V\iv  di'ive- 
way  was  thought  to  have  been  modelled  after  one  of 
those  one  sees  in  the  "Bois"  in  l^iris.  (crossing  a 
rustic  bridge  one  arri\'ed  at  the  housi',  in  old  da}s  of 
mouse  color,  ami  of  the  type  of  a  French  chateau.  ^Phe 
circle  emd)le(l  one  to  turn  conveniently  and  look  at 
])lants  or  shi'uljs  in  a  little  valley  l)elow  the  drive.  ^Phe 
sununer  kitchens  were  close  to  the  house,  so  thenegrt)es 
could  run  with  the  dishes  and  serve  them  ((uite  hot  to 
guests  in  the  dining  room  or  large  encU)sed  glass  pia/za. 

.\  line  rt)W  of  sugar  nuiple  trees  lined  the  walk  l'r(»ni 
the  Ikjusl'  to  the  spring,  some  two  cit\'  blocks  a\va>',  on 
both  sides  of  which  were  lawns  iniprt)\'cd  with  shrubs 
and  trees,  inany  of  which  were  imported. 

The  rose  garden  and  vegetable  garden,  the  vault  in 
which  my  great-grandfather  and  mother  had  been 
buried,  the  gra))ery,  peach  orchard  and  some  great  lig 
l)nshes,  which  furnished  iiuantities  of  fruit,  were  in 
close  i)roximity  and  all  the  land  surrounding  them 
were  kept  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  inter- 
S])ersed  wdth  walks  and  i)atlis  and  hedges.  Nt'ar  the 
lu)use  and  across  the  path  leading  to  the  summer 
kitchen  was  a  large  cane  break,  the  plants  for  which 
had  been  brought  from  Canewood,  Kentucky,  the  liomc^ 
of  General  Nathaniel  Gist,  a  Revolutionai-y  oflicer  and 
father  of  my  grandnujther.  This  cane  grew  so  thick 
and  kei)t  so  green  during  the  winter  that  game  often 
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rc'iiiaiiUMl  tlierc  during  severe  weather  for  da)  s,  liiid- 
iiig  coiril'ort  and  slu'ller.  Some  ol"  tliis  cane  still  glows 
in  the  sjune  spot. 

Not  I'ar  i'roni  (he  spring  was  the  (hiiry  and  "iiuarters." 
^IMiere  the  slax'es  li\'ed  and  adjoining  them  were  tlie 
stables.  A  i'oadwa\'  Jan  due  west  I'rom  the  spring  at 
the  heginning  of  wliieh  was  a  lai'ge  suimner  liou.se 
called  the  Acorn,  nameti  cm  acc(uuit  of  its  shape,  'i'his 
Ac(U-n  was  huilt  of  solid  timber,  coloicd  like  au  acorn, 
with  its  side  sup])orts  of  gnarled  oak,  its  inside  of 
dressed  lumber,  and  a  lamp  hanging  in  the  center. 

Spring  stones  were  jilaci'd  around  its  outside,  adding 
much  to  its  beaut\'  and  seats  were  inside  of  it.  lU'low 
this  was  a  largt'  pond  in  which  was  an  island  of  spring 
stones  covered  with  nati\'e  lioneysuekle.  '^I'lu'  pond 
luul  garlands  of  ])lants  and  roses  on  its  banks  in  suc- 
cessive tiers,  each  tier  t)f  a  kind  to  stand  higher  than 
its  neighbor  which  was  nearer  the  pond,  so  to  the  eye 
they  rose  from  tlie  \vater  like  seats  in  a  colosseum. 
''IMie  Ctt'ect  was  startlingiy  beautiful,  es{)ecially  when 
these  flowers  wei'e  in  bloom.  Ikdow  the  ])ond  was  a 
bath  from  a  nearby  si>ring,  madc^  of  concrete  and  im- 
])roveil  l)y  a  l)ath-house,  ha\ing  large  o\erhanging 
trees  and  cjuantities  of  myrtle,  and  Mnglish  iv>'  clus- 
tered and  growing  ])rofusely  all  over  the  siuice  within 
the  enclosure. 

Following  the  ])ath  or  roadway  further  towards  the 
west,  we  i)assed  the  mill  which  in  my  childhood  was  no 
longer  used.  It  had  an  old  wheel  turned  by  water  and 
the  inside  of  the  mill  faced  an  interior  courtyard  and 
opposite  it  were  large  l)arns  for  cattle.  In  my  child- 
hood this  mill  was  a  mass  of  English  ivy  and  looked 
like  a  ruin. 

Following  the  i)athway  further  one  i)assed  across 
IMaria's    Bridge,    a    stucco    spring    stone    ornamental 
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.structure,  aiul  struck  into  the  woods.  'IMie  path  thence 
wound  throui-h  these  aloni;-  a  stream  ot  water  whicli 
took  its  origin  from  the  si)rini*s  mentioned.  'I'he  lii'st 
grottoes  one  met  on  the  walk,  whicli  was  called  by  my 
grandfather  the  "(Ji'otto  Walk,"  or  by  some  others 
"J.overs'  Walk,"  was  the  "Hishop's  Chair";  thence 
by  a  rustic  bridge,  the  roadway  of  which  was  one  huge, 
uneven  stone,  )'ou  came  to  the  jirincipal  featui'e 
of  the  walk,  a  succession  of  grottoes,  a  spiing  and 
another  Inith.  The  largest  of  these  grottoes  was 
sunk  deep  into  a  hillside,  above  which  gi'ew  lofty  trees 
and  luuierbrush,  and  it  alwa>s  had  an  air  of  m_\ster}' 
about  it  which  suggi'sted  secrecy  and  seclusion.  This 
tirotto  walk  wound  around,  turning  with  the  windings 
of  this  stream  and  at  various  pla(;es  had  seats  and 
bowers.  '*St.  Andrew's  Well"  and  "Violet  Spring" 
ai'e  two  of  the  others  which  1  recall.  IMie  walk  was 
about  a  mile  in  lengtli.  One  place  was  named  "Hern's 
Oak,"  a  nuijestic  trt'e  which  recalled  Kalstalf ;  and  the 
streams,  and  planting,  gave  the  walk  e\'ei'ywliei-e  \a- 
riety  and  beauty. 

My  grandfather  loved  Silver  Si)ring.  It  was  there 
he  enjoyed  his  fi'iends  and  as  early  as  1854  he  gave  his 
Washington  house  to  his  son,  ]\lontg(>mery,  and  set- 
tled dov/n  among  his  flowers  and  slaves  and  books. 
His  social  life  was  lich.  Peoi)le  delighted  in  visiting 
him  and  readil\'  maile  what  was  then  a  long  journey 
in  a  carriage  or  on  horseback  to  see  him.  He  knew  no 
enemies,  i)olitical  or  otherwise,  at  his  generous  table. 
There  north  and  south  wei'e  treated  alike.  His  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  S.  1*.  Lee,  and  her  husband.  Admiral  S.  I\  Lee, 
resided  with  my  grandfather  and  grandmother,  and 
she  and  her  husband  inherited  the  old  home  and  niain- 
taiiu'd  numy  of  his  customs  during  her  life.  llei-  por- 
trait,  by   Sully,  wdien  nineteen,   is  one  of  the   \alued 
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pos.se.ssions  in  the  house  and  it  is  said  of  her  she  wouhl 
never  ha\'e  anotiier  taken,  nor  e\'en  a  ])hoto.i;raiiii 
made,  always  hui^hing'  and  saying  "Nobod}'  cares  to 
hjok  at  tlie  ])i('ture  of  an  oUl  woman,  nor  even  at  the 
t»ld  woman  hersell'."-'  She  lixcd  to  he  eight\'-nine 
years  of  age  and  Jier  love  of  life  and  i)eoi)le  lasted  until 
the  end.  J\lany  stories  were  told  by  Mrs.  Lee,  who 
si>ent  an  entire  winter  in  the  White  House  when  (Jeii- 
eral  .Jackson  was  l*resiilent,  of  his  I'eady  wit.  He 
must  lia\e  liked  her,  since  he  gaxe  Mrs.  JA'e,  anuuig 
other  gifts,  the  ring  jtresented  to  him  \)y  Mrs.  Mli/.a 
W.  < 'ustis,  l*'(jl)ruary  '2'2,  1825,  which  ]\lrs.  Custis  sent 
to  him  by  the  iiand  of  (Jeneral  Lafayette,  saxing  "the 
birthday  of  W^ishington  is  the  lit  time  for  a  tribute  of 
resi)ect  to  him  wiiose  gloi'ious  achievements  jjiace  him 
next  to  the  father  of  our  country.  On  this  day  1  pre- 
sent to  Cleneral  -Jackson  a  ring  of  tiie  hero's  hair,  of 
the  color  it  was  when  he  led  our  soldiers  to  victory. 
Jt  was  nuule  in  this  city  and  of  American  gold.  Wear 
it  in  remembrance  of  him  who  was  lirst  in  the  heai'ts 
of  our  country  and  of  her  wdio  gives  it  to  you  with  her 
best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness.  To  Gen- 
eral ,Jackson."-- 

After  General  Jackson's  term.  President  \^an  I>uren, 
his  successor, 'was  intimate  with  my  grandfather  and 
gave  his  ])ortrait  to  him  on  heaving.  He  was  called 
the  "red  fox"  by  his  opponents  and  always  cai'ica- 
tured  as  one.-^  This  i)ortrait  shows  this  exjiression. 
It  still  hangs  on  the  walls  of  the  old  house  at  Silver 
Spring.  Reference  has  ali'ead>'  been  made  to  the 
strong  feeling  always  dis|)layed  by  my  grandfather 
when  any  reference  was  made  to  dissolving  the  Union. 
He  had  long  felt  the  South  was  going  to  attempt  to  dis- 

-1  Ai'ticle  ill  Eucniiiij  Slur,  yei)tuiiil)ei'  14,  liMKj. 
--  Aitii-le  in  EvciiliKj  Star,  Septeinber  14,  lSM)(i. 
■^■i  Evtniiiii  S!<ir,  Se)jtrnilM'r   14,   lOHti. 
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ineinber  it  and  create  an  aristocratic  empire  founded 
on  slavery.  My  y,randi'atlier  was  tliorouiihlx-  dfrno- 
cratic.  He  lo^'ed  tlie  whole  country  and  belie\'ed  its 
future  depended  upon  democracy  in  its  true,  not  party, 
meaning.  ]\lr.  Clay's  Missouri  Cuinpromise  on  the 
slavery  question  had  held  the  country  together.  So, 
when  his  young  cousin,  John  ('.  lirci-kinridge,  came  to 
the  United  Stales  Semite  as  j\lr.  Clay's  successor,  my 
grandfather  natui'ally  ho])ed  he  would  take  strong 
ground  against  an}'  repeal  of  this  law,  whieh  would  at 
once  cause  the  country  to  renew  the  dangerous  agita- 
tion of  the  slavery  ([uestion.  '^^fhis  (piestion  was  pend- 
ing when  one  day  Mr.  Breckini'idge  visited  Si  her 
Spring  and  the  interview  ])etween  him  and  my  grand- 
father is  describi'd  hy  Airs.  Lee;  she  details  how  he 
pleaded  with  Bieckinridge  to  stand  u\)  against  any  re- 
peal of  the  law  and  ]»rophesied  it  was  certain  to  cause 
civil  war  and  the  (questions  end  in  bh)od.  Breckinridge 
returned  to  Silver  S])ring  a  Confederate  general  with 
Early  on  his  famous  raid. 

Mr.  Jelferson  Davis  was  also  a  frequent  visitor  at 
Silver  Spring,  and  true  to  his  best  nature,  my  grand- 
father never  allowed  politics  to  interfere  with  his 
friendships.  He  kept  them  and  the>  kei)t  him,  so 
when  President  Davis  was  arrested  and  threatened 
with  death  or  im})risonment,  Mrs.  Davis  quite  natu- 
rally a])i)ealed  to  Francis  Preston  Blair  for  siu-cor  and 
help.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  hitherto  uni)ublished 
letter  in  which  she  makes  the  appeal  and  as  she  de- 
scribes the  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis  by  the  Federal 
forces  and  the  disguise  he  wore,  which  was  exhibited 
in  the  AVar  Department  for  iiiany  years,  the  account 
of  the  capture  as  given  by  his  wife  may  pro])erl>  be 
included  in  this  article: 


Blair:  Annals  of  Sih'vr  Spring-.  KjO 

Savannah,  Ga.,  June  (i,  18G5. 

''Private  and  confidential. 

"My  dear  Mr.  Blair:  Fearinj,'  ill  treutiueiU  at  tlie  hands  ot' 
your  poo])le  in  tlie  event  of  tiie  lull  of  liicliniutui,  J  left  it 
with  my  I'aiiiily  on  tlie  30th  oi'  Mareh,  and  went  lu  Charlotte, 
where  after  a  residenee  of  ten  ilays,  1  was  a^^ain  fureed  to 
give  up  the  house  I  had  seciiretl  and  go  by  rail  and  wagon 
route  to  Asliville,  N.  (!.,  There  1  lu'ard  of  the  surrender  of 
Cieneral  Lee's  grand  army  and  knowing  tliat  (ieneral  -lohii- 
ston's  was  the  only  barrier  left  between  us  and  your  troops, 
I  deterined  to  go  tlovvn  to  the  coast  of  floriila  and  thence  to 
embark  for  Europe  for  I  had  but  little  hope  that  our  dear  ex- 
hausted army  could  long  resist  such  overwhelming  odds,  as 
your  people  could  bring  against  it.  Mr.  J)avis  had  sent  his 
l)rivate  Secretary  to  us  the  day  Ijcfore  I  came  to  thi.s  decision 
in  order  that  he  might  take  care  of  us.  Five  wagons  were 
furnished  us  in  which  we  placed  our  baggage  ami  surii  supplies 
of  groceries  as  the  exluuisted  state  of  the  counii  >  ij  iMid  us  to 
procure.  The  latter  we  hoped  to  trade  for  milk,  bultei',  or 
shelter,  on  the  road,  because  Confederate  money  was  not  cur- 
rent in  the  country  and  1  had  no  .si)ecie.  Wiien  it  was  ru- 
mored in  Abbeville  that  we  were  going  with  only  one  gentle- 
man over  a  wagon  route  infested  by  bands  of  demoralized 
Confederate  soldiers,  three  paroled  Confederate  gentlemen 
offered  to  accompany  the  train,  slating  at  the  same  time  that 
they  were  unarmed,  could  not  tight  tlie  Federals  if  they  were 
not,  but  could  resist  by  an  appearance  of  strength  at  least,  the 
poor  discouraged,  disorganized  confederate  soKliers,  who  might 
with  their  hopes  of  success  have  lost  their  nice  sense  of  duly. 
The  Hon.  Armistead  Burt  heard  tlie  oft'er  of  service,  and  also 
the  announcement  of  paroled  disability,  'i'hus  accompanied 
I  went  to  Washington,  Ga.,  where  I  heard  of  Gen.  Johnston's 
surrender  not  only  of  his  army  but  of  a  whole  section  to  the 
command  of  which  he  had  not  been  assigned  on  conditions  ol 
utter  submission  on  the  part  of  oiir  people.  Before  the  ofiicial 
notification  of  the  surrender  had  been  received,  nay  before  the 
rumor  was  credited,  a  train  of  seven  wagons  was  organized 
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aiul  the  yiiuu^'  iiicn  wiio  accuiiii)aiiii'il  lue.  i^t.  Hathaway, 
]\lr.  Messie,  and  Mr.  iMuuroe,  liiuliu^  lue  si  ill  depeiKleiit  u[)Oii 
tlieir  protCH'tion  bejrgOLl  me  to  coiisi(.ler  tlieiii  at  iiiy  service. 
Capt.  JMoody  of  xMississippi,  aiul  Maj.  Rlorau,  of  Louisiana, 
joined  luo  annoum-inH;  as  did  my  other  frieiuls,  that  thuy  eouhl 
not  re.sist  the  Federals  and  were  unarnu'd,  but  would  try  to 
proteet  me  from  our  own  peoi)le.  'IMiese  with  my  young 
brother,  eighteen  years  old,  a  I'urloughed  midshipman,  also 
unarmed  and  the  seven  wagoners  who  had  volunteered  to 
drive  us,  because  they  wanteil  the  transportation,  out  as  tar 
West  as  I  was  going,  and  my  two  colored  men  servants,  con- 
stituted the  ■"belligerent  train"  to  catch  which  a  Brigade  was 
sent  out.  Two  of  the  tcam.stcrs  had,  as  1  aftcrwarils  learned 
tlirown  their  muskets  used  while  in  service  into  the  wagons 
and  one  had  a  broken  revoivei'.  After  our  cajjture  I  heard 
that  ui)0n  meeting  two  negroes  with  some  powder  and  a  half 
bucket  of  ammunition,  and  finiling  that  it  had  been  stolen  by 
them,  one  of  the  wagoners  took  away  fi'um  them,  fearful  they 
might  make  an  insurrection  and  use  of  it  and  expres^etl  his 
intention  to  trade  the  annuunitioii  for  food  on  the  I'oad.  Thus 
protected,  tiuis  e(piii)ped,  ignorant  of  Mr.  Davis'  condition, 
certain  of  one  thing  only,  that  he  wouUl  never  .seek  personal 
immunity  t>y  deserting  the  remnant  of  our  jjeoph,'  who  were 
still  resistant  and  willing  to  die  rather  than  be  enslaved,  1 
started  o\it  \ipon  the  world  hoped  by  constant  travelling  to 
reach  a  port  from  which  [  might  emi)ark  for  England,  there 
to  await  in  po\erty  l)ut  freedom,  the  loss  of  all  T  held  dear. 
When  we  were  camping  out  tlie  second  night  after  we  left 
AVashington,  our  camp  was  entered  by  a  company  of  paroled 
Confederate.s  under  the  imi)res.si(m  that  it  was  a  'treasure 
train,'  but  the  Captain  foi'tunatcly  recognized  me  as  having 
dressed  his  wountls  in  Kichmond,  and  after  an  ai)ohigy  left 
us.  Before  they  did  so  I  exiilained  to  them  tliat  a  friend 
had  furnished  us  witli  $2,500  in  gold  in  Washington  but  that 
this  was  all.  JJistractcd  ai)oiit  loy  country  and  my  hu.sband, 
beset  upon  every  sitlo  by  foes  internal  and  external,  1  travelled 
two  days  further,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  we  discovered 
that  we  had  been  followed  by  a  luimlicj'  of  General  Wheeler's 
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coiiiiiiaiul,  nearly  a  leghueiit  of  Alaliama  Cavalry,  and  that 
they  intended  lo  'storm'  our  eainp  that  nigiit,  taking  all  our 
mules  and  horses  and  such  of  our  hagyage  as  they  needed. 
It  was  very  hright  moonlight,  and  we  loadeil  all  the  arms  we 
l^ad,  u  fine  111  tie  eolts  revolver  and  a  line  Adam's  self  eoeking 
revolver  whieli  liatl  been  presented  to  Mv.  Davis  hy  the  maker 
and  given  by  him  to  me  to  take  (;are  of  and  we  retired  until 
the  moon  shuuld  set,  knowing  they  would  not  attaek  us  in  all 
probability  until  that  time  and  then  I  hoped  to  throw  myself 
upon  their  generosity,  and  appeal  to  tiiem  as  my  legitimate 
protection,  and  thus  to  jcnder  the  use  of  lire  arms  unnec- 
essary. However,  before  day  my  husband  joinetl  us.  lie  had 
been  travelling  nearly  the  same  road  accompanied  by  his  staff, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  pro-tem,  Judge  Keagan,  and  six 
armed  men  as  his  escort.  One  of  his  aids  heard  at  a  house 
that  we  wei'e  to  be  attaekeil  and  robbed,  anil  Mv.  Davis  inde 
fifty  nnles  in  twelve  hours  to  join  us,  and  to  prevent  it.  He 
eame  upon  the  rendezvous  of  the  cavalry  and  frightened  them 
away — then  joinetl  us  for  a  day  and  a  night,  at  the  expiration 
of  wduch  time  we  bade  him  farewell,  not  expecting  to  meet 
him  again,  ibut  after  travelling  for  a  day  and  night  in  front  of 
us,  he  received  information  that  one  huiulred  and  fifty  men  of 
the  .same  command  were  at  Irvington  or  Irvingsville  and  joined 
us  again  for  j)urj)Ose.s  of  protection,  travelling  all  the  day 
before  our  eapture  with  us.  The  night  pri'ceeding  our  capture 
we  eamped  near  a  little  stream  bordered  on  both  sides  with  a 
thick  growth  of  underwootl  and  tall  trees.  The  road  led  across 
it  and  we  (;amped  on  the  side  neai'est  to  Irvingsville  and  the 
wood  shut  out  the  view  of  the  road  through  which  we  trav- 
elled. Mr.  Davis  had  been  suffering  from  billions  tlerangement 
and  could  not  bear  the  weight  of  his  Deringer  pistol  around 
liis  waist,  therefoi'e  handed  them  to  one  of  his  aids.  He  did 
not  intend  to  eamp  with  us  thai  night  but  to  riele  forward  autl 
meet  the  marauders,  if  i)o.ssible,  before  they  reached  us.  He, 
therefore,  left  his  jdstols  in  their  holsters  on  the  saddle,  in  the 
possession  of  his  servant.  As  night  drew  on  he  .seemed  so 
exhausted  that  he  decided  to  stay  all  night  with  us.  Hi  lore 
I  left  IJichmond  in  ortler  to  iiay  all  the  outstanding  debts  and 
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to  procure  money  enougli  to  go  away  i'ruiii  tlu're  1  sent  my 
silver,  eliina  glass,  and  little  ornaments,  not  excluding  the 
little  gifts  received  from  dear  friends,  years  ago,  also  as  much 
of  my  elotliing  and  of  iMr.  Davis'.s  as  was  not  absolutely  in 
use,  to  Ite  exi)(jseil  for  public  sale  —  some  at  auctiun,  some  at 
diil'erent  stores.  1  also  sold  the  debris  of  our  magiiilieent 
library,  several  humlred  volumes,  which  had  been  sent  us 
after  the  Federals  robbed  us  of  all  that  they  considered  it 
worth  llieir  while  lo  .steal  or  sell.  As  those  tilings  were  sold 
for  (Confederate  money,  I  left  it  in  Kiclunond  to  be  converted 
into  gold  and  sent  to  me  by  some  convenient  opportunity. 
Judge  Keagan  brouglU  it  to  me  in  a  pair  of  saddle  bags  upon 
a  pactk  nude  and  told  me  it  anujunted  to  a  little  over  ?|^8,(J()U 
in  gold.  This  was  left  in  the  andmlance  in  wluch  we  travelled. 
This  monej''  and  a  pair  of  fine  cari'iage  horses  which  jxjverty 
had  compelled  me  to  sell,  and  which  the  cilizeiis  of  Richmond 
bought,  and  returned  to  me,  constituteil  all  my  worldly  wealth. 
Just  before  day  the  enemy  charged  our  camj)  yelling  like 
demons.  l\Ir.  Davis  received  timely  warning  of  their  ap- 
proach but  believing  them  to  be  our  own  people  deliberately 
made  his  toilette  and  was  only  disabused  of  the  delusion,  when 
he  saw  them  de{)loying  a  few  yards  oil',  lie  started  down  to  the 
little  stream  hoping  to  meet  hi.s  servant  with  his  horse  and  aims, 
but  knowing  he  would  be  recoginzed,  I  pleaded  with  him  to  let 
me  throw  over  him  a  large  water[)roof  wrap  whicdi  had  often 
served  him  in  sickness  tluring  the  summer  season  for  a  dress- 
ing gown  and  which  1  hoped  might  so  cover  his  person  that  in 
the  grey  of  the  morning  he  would  not  be  recognized.  As  Iw. 
strode  otf  I  threw  over  his  head  a  little  black  shawl  which  was 
around  my  own  shoulders,  saying  that  he  coidd  not  find  his 
hat  and  after  he  started  sent  my  colored  woman  after  him 
with  a  l)ucket  for  water  lioi)ing  that  he  would  i)ass  unobserved. 
lie  attempteil  no  disguise,  eonsented  to  no  subterfuge  but  if 
he  had  in  failure  is  found  the  only  matter  of  cavil. 

''llatl  he  assumed  an  elaborate  female  attire  as  a  sacritiee  to 
save  a  couidry  the  heart  of  which  trusted  in  him.  it  had  been 
well.  When  he  had  proceeded  a  few  yards  the  guartls  around 
our  tents  with  a  shocking  oath  called  out  to  know  who  that 
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was.  I  .said  it  was  my  iiiotlier  and  ho  halted  Mr.  Davis  who 
tlirevv  off  the  cluak  with  a  (h'tiauee  and  when  tailed  upon  tu 
surrender  did  not  do  so  ami  hut  for  the  interposition  of  my 
person  hetween  his  and  the  j^ims  would  have  heen  sIkjI.  I 
told  tlie  man  to  siiout  me  if  he  pleased,  to  whii-h  he  answered 
he  'would  n(jt  unml  it  a  hit,'  wliich  1  readily  believe.  While 
this  was  transpirint;^  a  scei!e  of  I'ohhery  was  ji'oing  on  in  camp, 
which  hef;gars  desei'iption — truidcs  were  broken  open,  letters 
and  elolhing  scattered  on  the  j^round — all  the  gold  taken, 
even  our  ])rayer  books  and  bibles  taken  fi'om  the  and)ulanees. 
These  latter  urtiele.s  were  easily  recovered  as  beinj,'  of  no  use 
to  the  robl)ers.  My  baby's  little  wardrobe  was  st(»len  almost 
eidirely,  the  othei'  children  siuired  the  same  fate.  When  we 
readied  Savannali,  the  city  coidributed  a  part  of  their  chil- 
dren's clothes  to  clothe  them  until  1  could  have  more  made. 
'J'he  neyroes  were  robbed  of  their  wardrobe  and  the  Federal 
soldiers  woi'e  their  clothing-  before  thcru,  though  reminded  of 
the  fact  'by  the  negroes.  Our  faithful  slave  Robert  owned 
his  hor.se  which  was  taken  from  him  and  turned  over  to  one  of 
the  officers  as  were  my  horses,  ('apt.  Ilusdou  so  said  his  men 
received  my  gold,  took  the  lion's  .share  and  secreteil  the  rest 
for  the  soldiers,  eonse(piently  Col.  Pi'itchard's  search  for  it 
among  the  valuables  of  the  men  was  unsuccessful.  Col.  Pritch- 
ard  did  what  he  could  to  i)rotect  us  from  insult,  but  against 
ro'bbei'y  he  was  powerless  to  gi\'e  us  protection,  though  1  fci'l 
sure  he  tried  to  prevent  it.  We  were  robbed  not  once,  noi' 
twice,  but  every  time  the  wagons  stoi)j)ed.  When  we  had 
progi'cssed  about  ten  iidles  on  oui'  di'cary  I'cturn  from  th(;  scene 
of  our  capture,  a  man  met  us  luning  a  paper  containing  the 
tirst  copy  the  cavalry  had  seen  of  .Mr.  -lohnson's  infamous 
accusation  against  iMr.  Davi.s,  and  the  reward  olfered  for  his 
apprehension,  it  gave  him  no  uncasiue.ss,  and  was  evideidly 
not  believed  by  th(!  men  to  lie  founded  in  truth.  In  con- 
vei'sation  with  .soane  of  the  ofticers,  Mr.  Davis'  statf  were  told 
that  it  was  fortuiude  tluit  no  resistance  was  made  for  they 
were  ordered  if  any  was  offered  to  lire  int(j  flu;  tents  (there 
btung  only  two,  and  tliosc  two  coidaining  women  aiid  eliildi'cn^ 
and   make  a  general  massacre.     Another  said,  'bloody   work' 
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would  liave  been  made  of  the  whole  party,  (^)l.  Pi'itcliard 
told  me  he  did  not  ex|icfl  to  litid  Mr.  Davis  witii  iiie  liut  came 
out  lo  lake  iiiy  train  and  cari'y  it  hack  to  .Macon  as  a  "hi'llig- 
ercni  train.'  In  the  jam  of  tiic  altt'stcd  fact,  that  not  a  ^ini 
was  tii'ed  ])y  our  pai'ty,  that  no  arms  were  found  except  those 
of  Mr.  Davis'  escort,  the  gentlemen  who  accomijanii'd  me 
were  tlirowu  into  pi'ison  to  lie  tried  for  the  violation  of  their 
parole.  Will  you  not  interest  youi'seif  for  them  /  When  wei'(,' 
men  punished  by  a  K''"d,  nation  for  the  offer  of  sei'viee  to  a 
ludpless  woman  and  her  little  defenceless  children/  There 
were  no  public  jiaper.s — no  one  profes-se.s  to  have  found  any- 
thiii>r  of  value,  <mly  a  tlesolate  woman '.s  belon<,'-in^s  and  sdiiie 
connnissary 's  stores  Uiv  her  little  ones,  and  sci'vants.  Yet 
these  iinliai)py  youn^-  men  are  consi^iietl  to  a  prison  tlion^di 
ju.st  released  from  a  cDiilinciiienl  of  two  yt^ars'  duration  only 
a  numtli  before.  1  thouubt  Satan  was  the  only  beiu^  wicked 
enough  to  desire  to  punish  men  for  the  indulgence  of  the 
manly  virtues  which  he  is  incapable  of  feeling.  At  youi'  ad- 
vanced age  you  would  do  the  same  thai  the)'  did  iur  an  un- 
protected woman.  Will  you  take  care  of  them  and  see  that 
they  have  a  fair  trial  ' " 

After  bc'in^'  hrougiit  to  Old  roint,  where  President 
Jefferson  Davis  was  coiilined  and  away  from  liur,  Airs. 
Davis  states  the  una])])reciative  rog,iies  of  the  eoiiulry 
liacl  left  her  a  dimiinitive  Japanese  eal)inel,  and  the 
more  relined  r(j">ues  of  Old  Point  stole  it  with  a  little 
ehiiui  euj)  and  saucer  -the  ,gift  of  a  dear  friend,  and 
nnnd)erless  other  prdty  larcenies. 


"Sick  antl  without  helj),  save  at  the  hands  of  our  guard, 
the  14th  Elaine,  who  had  fought  too  long  and  too  bravely  Ujop- 
pre.ss  women  and  children,  kinilly  even  sympathetically  treated 
by  the  crew  of  the  ship,  1  was  forced  to  return  to  Savannah — 
here  to  exhaust  the  little  money  left  me,  with  iny  little  ones, 
innieclimated  children  and  teething  baby,  wasting  away  from 
the  hot  climate.  Sympathy  and  homes  were  })r(jffer(Ml  me  on  all 
sides  but  whei'e  all  were  robbed  and  beggared  as  well  as  1,  the. 
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former  only  could  Ite  accepted,  and  now  to  you,  I  ai)j)eal  to  tell 
nie  for  what  1  am  detained  here.  Wiiy  1  alone  am  excluded 
fi'om  iny  hiissliand's  trial  f  Wliat  have  1  tioiie  that  1  am  a 
prisoner  at  larye  with  my  family  in  a  stranii'e  place  suri'oundiHl 
by  detectives  who  rejjoit  e\cry  visitor.''  Have  I  transgressed 
any  rule  of  your  yoveriniienl  since  1  have  Ijccu  under  its  dread 
tyranny"'  Why  am  1  kt'pt  in  a  ti'ai-risoned  town  hcrcft  <d' 
liome,  friends,  husljand  and  the  mean.s  of  support'/  lusulted 
'by  a  licentious  press,  wliich  spi-cads  ujion  its  daily  journals 
every  ai;ony  of  my  tortured  hiisbaiul — .May  (iod  for^'ive  them 
they  know  not  what  they  do. 

"1  have  written  this  to  you  bt'cause  1  know  you  would  like  to 
hear  the  truth,  and  trust  nu.'  that  I  w  ill  tell  it,  knouiuf^-  as  well 
as  you  that  the  things  1  have  saiil  as  the  outi)oui'in<i-,s'  of  my 
heart  to  you  wo\ild  injure  his  cause  if  known  to  others.  I'Icase 
consider  the  letter  entirely  pi-ivatc.  If  I  hax'c  been  dilfusc.  it 
is  because  it  is  so  hard  to  compress  such  conduct  to  the  liel|»- 
li'KS  in  so  small  a  compass.  Let  me  tell  you  a  significant  fact. 
Save  (^ol.  Pritchard  and  Cienl.  Upton,  no  federal  ofticer  offered 
nie  the  courteous  salutation  usual  from  a  geidleman  to  a  lad\' 
until  Lt.  Gi'ant  of  the  14th  Maine  took  charge  of  us.  We  were 
treated  with  less  eon.sideration  than  1  have  seen  my  knightly 
husband  show  to  the  beggars  who  came  to  our  door  for  alms. 
I  never  knew  him  to  stand  co^■ered  in  the  priseiice  of  a  woman 
or  allow  one  to  be  persei-uted.  With  thoughts  of  "martial' 
faith  and  country,  he  stands  before  nie,  and  1  can  say  no 
more.     With  sincerest  affection, 

"Your  distre.sseii  friend, 

"Navina  Davis." 

Ju.st  before  this  General  l^]arly  made  lii.s  raid  tliroui^h 
Maryland — "too  late  Kariy,"  as  he  was  caMcd.  No 
history  of  Silver  S[>rini!,'  would  he  (■onii)l('te  without 
mention  of  the  famous  barrel,  not  the  monc)'  barrtd 
politieians  love,  but  the  barrel  of  l>ourbon  whiskey 
which  lay  in  the  cellar,  and  when  powdci-  and  shot 
could  not  save  the  CJajjitol  at  Washinj^ton,  it  did.  d'he 
officers  of  the  Confederates  made  their  head(iuartcrs 
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at  tlie  old  lioui^e,  wlji(']i  is  scarcely  seven  miles  from 
this  city,  and  proceeded  to  drink  up  as  mucli  of  it  as 
tliey  conld.  '^riu'y  also  found  the  dicsses  and  clothes  of 
ni>'  half-sister,  ]\lj-s.('onistock, dressed  u))  as  wouu'U  and 
amused  themselves  dancing  and  drinking-  and  instead 
of  iJiishing'  tlirough  Fort  Stevens  tliat  ai'ternoon  when 
few,  if  any,  soldiei's  were  on  guard,  I'eniained  at  SiK'er 
Spring'  until  morning.  The  Sixth  xMassachusetts  ai'-- 
rived  the  following  da)'  and  Washington  was  saved, 
(leneral  Karly  hurned  ni)'  fatlu^r's  house,  kiujwn  as 
"Falkland,"  which  adjoined  that  of  Silver  Spring.  It 
was  a  total  loss,  because  although  insured  it  was  not  in- 
sured against  the  i)nhlic  enem\'. 

(Jeneial  Farl}'  afterwards  deni(?d  having"  authorized 
this  vandalism,  when  it  was  critici'/ed  h}'  good  })eople 
every whei'c.  My  father  was  a  member  of  Mr.  l-,incoln's 
cabiui't  and  the  oidy  Southern  man  in  it.  His  heai't 
was  full  of  tendc'i'  feelijig-  for  the  Southern  people,  and 
V^irginia  and  Kentucky  were  full  of  iiis  kin  aiul  l)oy- 
hood  frientls.  Like  my  gi-andfather,  duiing  the  war, 
lie  never  failed  in  trying  to  lessen  its  sulferings  and 
the  numbers  of  Southern  })eoi)le  wiu)ni  he  heli)ed  (»ut 
of  ])rison  and  aided  wei'e  legion.  AVheii  his  house  was 
burned  he  was  in  Air.  Lincoln's  cabinet  and  great  re- 
sentment arose  on  l»oth  sides. 

deferring  to  the  house  (Jeneral  Farly's  interview^ 
is  as  follows: 

"IJec'cntly  in  ^tarylaiid,  the  liouse  of  Gov.  Bradfortl  was 
burned  without  my  orders.  ]}ut  [  must  aild  that  I  approved 
it  and  IkuI  1  been  presciU  would  have  ordt'i'ed  il  iti  retaliation 
tor  the  l)urniiig-  of  the  house  ot  (lovei'iior  lictcher  whom  1 
know  to  l)e  a  very  ])oor  man  and  whose  family  was  not  allowed 
live  mimites  to  remove  elotliin<^  or  other  vabiahles.  After- 
wards when  in  front  of  Washington  .soaiie  of  my  troops  were 
\('i'y  delei'Niined  to  destroy  the  house  of  Mr.  l-i^raneis  I',  l^laii' 
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and  luid  actuiilly  reniovod  some  ol"  liie  furniture  probably 
supposing-  it  tu  belong'  to  his  son,  a  ancnibor  of  the  Federal 
Cabinet.  As  soon  as  I  eanie  up  I  ininiediately  stopped  the 
l)roeeeding  and  coiiipelletl  tlie  men  to  return  every  ailiele  so 
Tar  as  I  knew  and  placed  a  guard  lo  jjroteet  it.  Tiie  house 
of  hi.s  son,  IMontgoniery  Blair  a  nieniber  of  the  Cabinet,  was 
subjected  to  a  different  rule  for  obvious  reasons." 

As  I  have  already  said,  tlie  burning-  of  1^'alklaud  ex- 
cited strong-  feelings  of  resentment.  General  Benja- 
min F.  Butler  immediately  sent  word  tliat  lie  intended 
retaliating-  upon  the  South  for  the  outrage,  but  my 
father  wished  no  retaliatit)n. 

He  wrote  the  following  letter  to  General  Jiutler: 

"Washington,  D.  C, 
"August  10,  18G4. 

"My  dear  (Icncral  Butler:  I  received,  several  days  ago,  your 
telegram  announcing-  the  destruction  of  Seddon's  in  retaliation 
for  the  burnnig  of  mine.  1  have  delayed  acknowledging  it  be- 
cause whilst  thankful  for  the  consideration  which  induced  you 
to  resent  my  wrongs— I  have  yet  regretted  your  action  on  this 
occasion. 

"It  is  not  because  I  have  any  regard  for  Seddon  or  Letcher, 
that  I  regret  the  destruction  of  their  property  by  the  order  of 
our  nnlitary  commanders.  They  deserve  a  nuich  worse  pun- 
ishment, 1  know,  and  1  trust  they  may  yet  receive  it,  but  it 
will  not  he  punishment  unless  they  get  it  at  the  hands  of  the 
law.  I  have  a  great  horror  of  lawlessness  and  it  does  not 
remove  my  repugnance  to  it  that  it  is  practiced  upon  the  law- 
less. If  we  allow  the  military  to  invade  the  rights  of  private 
property  on  any  other  grounds  than  those  reeognizeel  by  civi- 
lized warfare,  there  will  soon  cease  to  be  any  security  whatever 
for  the  rights  of  civilians  on  either  side. 

"The  tendency  of  such  measures  is  to  involve  our  country 
in  all  the  horrors  of  the  Wars  of  the  Frontle,  of  the  petty 
Princes  and  Brigands  of  Italy,  of  the  Guerillas  of  Spain,  which 
nuide  the  jdundei-  of  the  peaceful  citizens'  homes,  highway 
robbery  and  assassin;dion,  the  concomitants  of  the  war. 
13 
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"No  man,  I  know,  wouhl  ai)preciate  sueli  results  more  than 
myself,  and  there  are  no  talents  on  which  I  wouhl  sooner  rely 
than  yours  to  jji'eveiit  il,  if  you  had  proper  supixul. 

"  Yours  truly, 
"Al.  iJlair." 

"It  may  be  proper  to  say  that  it  was  iutinuited  to  me  through 
my  postal  agent  that  it  was  contemplated  to  burn  Seddon's 
lionu;  shortly  after  mine  was  burned  in  retaliation  for  that  art 
and  I  directed  him  to  say  that  1  hoped  it  would  not  be  done." 

After  the  death  of  b'raneis  P.  Blair  and  his  wife, 
Mrs.  S.  P,  Ix^e  inherited  Sil\er  Sprina,-  fur  her  life- 
time, with  the  pru\iso  it  should  g,o  to  her  son,  lUalr 
.Lee,  the  present  owner  and  recentl>  a  senator  from 
Maryland.  Admiral  8.  P.  Ijee,  her  Imshand,  I'esided 
there  for  man>'  years.  Jle  seized  in  the  Navy  through 
the  Civil  War  with  great  distinetion,  and  was  the  last 
survivor  of  the  great  war  admirals,  lie  liad  l)een 
eonnnander  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockatiing  S(|uadron 
and  of  the  j\rississipi)i  S(]uadron  during  the  ('i\'il 
AVar.  Welles  in  his  diary  gives  him  credit  for  gj'eat 
honesty  in  those  da}s  when  this  trait  of  character  was 
often  overlooked  by  those  in  connnand  of  blockades, 
who  jiermitted  l)lockade  rtmners  for  a  consideration 
to  get  through  the  blockack-.  Mr.  Welles  also  tells  us 
in  his  diary  that  he  received  for  his  thoroughness  in 
catching  these  ('Oufederate  vessels  the  largest  sum  of 
})rize  money  distributed.  lie  was  sailor-like  in  his 
farming,  lie  saw  the  farm  as  he  would  a  man-o'-war. 
His  woi'kmen  reported  like  jackii's  at  a  roll  call  and  it 
is  said  that  all  the  daily  iloings — the  lields  ])lowcd  and 
planted — the  state  of  each  crop — the  hours  of  e\cr>' 
laborer — each  and  all,  were  set  dowm  in  a  logbook 
called  "the  Silver  Spring  Log."  lie  not  onl\'  ai'gucd 
that  farming  should  be  rechieed  to  a  shi})-sha[)e  system, 
but  he  did  it.     The  Admiral  renuiined  living  at  Silver 
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Spring",  known  far  and  wide  for  his  pleasant  greetings 
to  ever}'  neigliltor  and  rnnning  iiis  l(jg  nntil  181)7,  when 
he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-li\a'. 

My  graiuhnother,  Violet  (list,  for  whom  1  was  nanie(| 
— a  tall,  strongdooking  old  lad>' — rodt'  horsehaek  evi'i'N' 
morning  until  a  few  tla>'s  before  her  death,  when  she 
was  eighty-twt),  and  her  spirit  should  linger  along  that 
winding  roadwas'  whi<'h  follows  Sligo  Uraiich,  now 
where  the  ISeventli  Da.v  Ad\entist.s  ha\'e  a  grt'at  sani- 
tarium. This  was  o])ene(l  for  her  to  ride  horsehaek 
through  these  woods,  long  before  the  ('ivil  AVai',  an<l 
extended  about  sevcm  miles  almost  entirely  on  the 
Silvcu-  Spring  proi)Grty. 

l*'rancis  1^'eston  IJIair  had  three  sons  besides  the 
daughtcu'  who  li\('d  with  him.  '^JMio  youngest,  Francis 
P.  i^lair,  ,Ir.,  was  a  member  of  ("ongress  and  in  tli(,' 
United  States  Senat(;  from  Missouri,  a  genei-al  in  the 
Union  ^\rmy  during  the  (Ii\'il  \V"ar,  eonnnanding  the; 
SeN'enti'enth  (\)r{)s  of  Sherman's  Aiiny  and  a<'tl\'e  in 
retaining' ]\Iissou)'i  in  the  Union,  in  tH)mpany  with  (len- 
eral  Uyon,  and  in  whose  honor  the  state  has  ])la(*(Ml 
his  statue  l)y  the  side  of  Seuatoi'  Kenton  in  Statuary 
Hall  in  tlu!  ('apitol  at  Washington,  dames  L.  Ulair, 
the  next  brother,  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Na\'>',  died 
at  the  early  age  of  thirt>'-li\'e.  His  widow  lived  at 
Silver  Spring  in  her  [)la('e,  called  the  "Moorings," 
until  ker  death  a  few  years  ago.  My  fathei',  tlu^  ebb 
est,  was  the  most  identitied  with  SiU'er  Spring,  li\'ing 
there  from  185.'!,  when  he  returned  from  St.  Louis, 
until  his  death  in  188.'>.  (General  Jackson  appointed 
liim  to  West  l^oint,  where  he  graduated  and  later  re 
signed  to  study  law.  Hike;  my  gramlfalher,  he  imbibed 
the  Jaeksonian  Democracy,  belie\ing  in  the  e\erlast 
ing  Union  of  the  states  an<l  the  ultimate  destrnction 
of  sla\e   property.     j\ly  grandfather  owiu'd   numbers 
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of  slaves,  ainuiig'  wJu^iu  "  Illicit'  Jloury,"  tlu;  coaclniiaii, 
and  "jViiiit  Naiiii}',"  the  cook,  sllll  ligure  in  in\-  mcni- 
()!•>',  but  my  rather  would  never  own  a  slaxc.  lie  rej)- 
rc;seuted  a  more  militant  attitude  towards  abolition. 
'V\ni  dramatic  e\'ents  ot  the  (k'cades  between  185i)- 
LSS.'J  saw  liim  always  on  the  iiring  line.  Aly  grand- 
i'athei'  loved  his  ease  and  his  Silver  S|>ring,  and  i  re- 
member him  a  \'ery  old  genth'uian  in  his  silk  dressing 
gown  going  into  his  I'ose  garden  and  ])ulling  oiX  the 
heads  of  the  roses  by  sri])ping  them  between  his  lingers 
and  bringing  them  back  in  his  dressing  gown's  iM:)cket 
to  lay  thoni  without  stems  in  a  beautiful  silver  dish, 
which  was  fashioiUM]  like  a  huge  leaf,  along  the  ten- 
drils of  which  ran  a  little  water.  And  this  dish,  when 
tilled  with  these  rose  heatls,  looked  like  soukj  lovely 
big  new  flower.  My  fatlu.'i-  felt  duty  always  calling  to 
him.  ile  helped  secuie  a  defense  for  John  i^rown  at 
Harper's  Ferry.-'  Jle  defended  Dred  Scott  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  lie  sat  as  a 
delegate  in  the  convention  that  nominated  Fremont  in 
185G.  lie  represented  Silver  Spring  and  Montgomer>- 
C'ounty  in  the  convention  that  nominated  Lincoln  in 
18(i(J,  as  tln'  delegate  from  the  Sixth  District  of  Mary- 
land. He  was  Postmaster-Cjieneral  mider  Mr.  Lincoln, 
and  when  the  President  and  cabinet  hesitated  about 
sending  sui)plies  to  Fort  Sumter,  although- the  young- 
est member  of  the  cabinet,  he  declared  it  treason  and 
handed  in  his  resignation,  but  President  Lincoln  de- 
clined to  accept  it  and  agreed  with  his  view.  He  gave 
the  country  as  Postmaster-General,  free  delivery,  the 
l)Ostal  car  service,  and  made  it  what  it  is  today.-^ 
He  abrogated  the  franking  privilege  then  enjoyed 

~*  See  Tesliinouy  of  Cliiltoii,  ISrowii  's  attonu-y,  I'ulj.  Doe.  Kcport  on 
J.  B.  Raid. 

-•'■  See  ;i  Piiiiiiihlet  calliMl  "I'uhlie  Career  of  Montgomery  iilair,''  by 
Madison  Davis. 
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by  every  small  postmaster  and  l)r()ugiit  down  ii[)()u  his 
head  a  storm  of  indignation.  Jle  curtailed  and  re- 
stricted the  charges  for  railway  mail  t]"ans]jortation 
and  brought  against  himself  their  powin'.  (See  his  l'o:^t 
Office  Annnal  Report  in  1801,  }).  ;!();  bSG2,  p.  ',V2;  LSIi.'!^ 
Sec.  4±) 

lie  introduced  the  scheme  for  registering  letters  and 
exacted  rigid  acconntability  on  the  i)art  of  postal  em- 
}»lo\'ees.  IJe  esta1)lislied  the  Ivailway  Po^t  Oflice  sys- 
tem, by  which  the  railway  car  became  a  i)eraml)nlating 
jjost  oflice  antl  letters  were-distributed  in  the  car  direct 
to  their  destination.-''  No  on(;  can  now  estinude  the 
time  saved  in  their  delixery  by  this  simple  novelty, 
lie  di'ove  ont  the  private  letter  exi)ress  business  and 
what  was  familiarl}'  cabed  "the  penu}'  jjost  system," 
anil  introduced  in  its  i^lace  the  letter  carrier  and  col- 
lection of  letters.  This  is  called  the  "Free  Delivery" 
system.  By  it  the  citizen  received  his  letters  at  his 
residence  or  place  of  bnsiness  and  mailed  his  letters  in 
locked  boxes  near  his  home  or  oflice,  similar  to  what 
we  have  today.  We  have  lived  to  see  this  extenchMJ 
into  the  great  farming  districts  nnder  the  name  of 
"Rural  Free  Delivery." 

lie  reconnnended  and  outlined  the  money  order  sys- 
tem in  his  annual  rei)ort  in  lS(i2,  adopted  the  mijiith 
after  he  resigned. 

But  his  most  far-i-eaching  reform  aiid  accomplish- 
ment was  the  Universal  Postal  Union,  suggested  to  him 
b)^  Honorable  John  A.  Kasson.  See  pages  If  and  I'J, 
Report  of  Postmaster-Oeneral,  18().').  ''l^iiis  was  tlie 
organization  of  the  countries  of  the  world  for  an  intei'- 
national  exchange   of  mail.     He  drew  the   rules  sub- 

itted  to  the  Congress   which  met  at   Paris  IVIay  11, 
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IHO;),  wliii'li  agix'cd  to  the  thirty-uiio  articles,  about  the 
same  today.-' 

(ireat  losses  of  revenue  occui'rcMl  by  reason  of  the 
South  seceding,  and  yet  the  ;^■reat  tlelicit  ai-isin.ii,'  in  the 
J\)st  Ofhce  of  the  }'ear  liefore  was  rechiced  OO  i)er  cent, 
in  the  lirst  year  lie  held  oflice,  and  in  the  }ear  ending 
June  'M),  IcSfif),  the  surplus  was  $8(il,4;n  in  the  Post 
Office  l)ei)artinent.-'^ 

How  the  President  felt  when  he  resigned  can  best  be 
understood  from  the;  letter  he  wrote  him: 

' '  ExEGL'TivK  Mansion, 
"Washington,  1).  C, 

"Sept.  2:5,  J8G4. 

"lIoNOUAIil>K   iMoNTUUlVUOUY   l^LAUJ, 

" M IJ  dear  Sir:  Wni  have  gciu'roiisly  saitl  to  iiic  more  than 
once  that  whenever-  your  rt'sifi'iiation  couM  lie  a  I'elief  to  me  it 
was  at  my  ili.s|)o.sal.  The  time  has  (.•ome.  Vou  very  well  know 
that  this  proceeds  IVoiu  ikj  tiis-satisfactiou  of  mine  with  yoii 
])er.soiially  or  oriicially.  Vour  uniform  kindness  has  been  unsiir- 
])assed  by  that  of  any  friend,  and  it  is  true  that  the  War  does 
not  .so  greatly  '^^^^^^  to  the  dii'ticulties  of  yoiii'  Depai'tmeiit  as  lo 
those  of  .some  other,  it  is  yet  much  to  say,  as  1  most  truly 
can,  that  in  the  three  years  and  a  half  dui-ing  which  you  liave 
administered  the  goieral  I'ost  Ottice,  1  remember  no  sinfj;le 
complaint  against  you  in  connection  Ihen'with. 

"Yours,  as  ever, 

"A.    LlNCOlvN." 

After  Mr.  Lincoln's  assassination  he  witlidrew  fioni 
the  Kepublican  party  on  tiie  j-econstrnction  (piestions 
and  appeared  befoi'e  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  I'est 
Oath  cases  by  wlTu^h  the  laws  to  disfram-hise  the  white 
])eople  of  tlu'  border  states  were  successfully  contested 
before  the  courts  and  ])resided  over  the  lirst  con\en- 
tion  in  Maryland  to  d(!niand  the  ]'iglits  of  her  white 

-7  See  'I'cHtiirioiiy  of  C'liilton,  15r(i\vii'.s  ;itloi'iu'y,  I'uh.  ])ur.  lu'jiort  on 
J.  J{.  K";ii,l. 

-s  ticiH.i-t  of  Postmaster  General,   1888,  (ip.  75:!-755. 
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citizens  and  denonnce  tliese  laws,  lie  was  a  friend 
and  cliani})ion  of  TiKleii;  was  of  counsel  for  him  before 
the  J^]lectoral  C!onnnission  and  boldls'  denounced  the 
fraud  by  which  Hayes  was  seated.  Jle  edited  a  news- 
pai)er  called  the  i'nioii  in  the  cit>'  of  Washington  as 
j\lr.  '^J^'ilden's  representative,  and  for  which  the  money 
was  furnished  by  Mv.  W.  W.  Corcoran.  Its  columns 
boldly  denouiu-e  the  principal  politii-ians  of  the  day, 
both  North  and  South,  ami  long  before  the  decision  of 
the  ]^]lectoral  (*onunission  was  rendered,  it  declared  in 
rather  strong  language  just  what  it  would  be.  It  is 
not  to  be  wondered  that  this  ne\vsi)aper  is  now  not  only 
diflicult  to  lind,  but  few  oven  know  of  its  existence.  In 
the  few  hours  given  jny  fatliei'  foi-  the  development  of 
Silver  Si)ring,  he  gave  most  ot  them  to  "(jrace 
C-hurcli,"  which  he  heli>ed  establish  in  1858.  He  was 
a  lay  reader  in  tlie  Protestant  hipiscopal  (^huich  and 
vestrynum  in  St.  John's  C/hurch,  Washington,  1).  ('.,  as 
well  as  Orace  Church,  Montgomery  ('ount_\',  for  many 
years,  and  often  during  the  winter  when  the  chn'gyman 
could  not  officiate,  drove  through  the  cold,  the  snow,  or 
rain  from  Washington  to  this  little  church  in  the  coun- 
try, miles  away,  to  read  the  services  of  the  l'4)iscopal 
Church  to  the  few  who  gathered  there. 

No  more  striking  instance  of  his  indei)endence  and 
fearless  disregard  of  conse(|uence  to  himself  can  be 
instanced  than  his  denunciation  of  Captain  AVilkes  for 
seizing  Mason  and  Slidell,  ('(jnfederate  (Commission- 
ers, on  a  Uritish  ship.  Wiieii  \Vilkes  was  being  feted 
everywhere  and  had  been  thanked  I)y  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  wdien  the  country  was  efferN'escing  over 
(.Captain  Wilkes,  he  saw  tlie  trouble  ahead  with  (ii'eat 
Britain,  and  stood  alone  in  the  Lincoln  cahlMt-t  against 
it,  receiving  the  immeasured  abuse  of  the  ecjuntry,  and 
the  reproaches  of  his  colleagues,      lie  was  right,  and 
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recently  a  pamphlet  b.y  Charles  Francis  Atlams,  called 
the  ''Trod  Aifair,"  was  pul)lishe(l  fur  pi'ivate  circu- 
lation in  which  he  gives  my  father  unstinted  praise  for 
liis  action  and  graphically  jiortrays  the  sentiment  of 
the  country  at  the  time  and  how  close  it  brought  us  to 
a  war  with  England. 

But  these  ([uestions  are  historical  and  to  be  found 
in  any  liistor3\ 

Modern  Silver  Spring. 

When  I  returned  from  St.  Louis  to  settle  in  Mary- 
land in  ]8*J7,  Silver  Spring  was  a  cross-roads  without 
inhabitants.  A  toll-gate  existed  about  half  a  mile 
north  of  the  station  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Eailroad, 
charging  tolls  to  those  who  lived  south  of  it  for  obtain- 
ing their  mail.  l\ural  free  delivery  did  not  then  exi^t, 
so  I  circulated  a  petition  for  a  post  oflice  for  the  dis- 
trict south  of  the  toll-gate  and  the  office  of  Silver 
Spring  was  named  and  established  near  the  station  on 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Bailroad,  and  I  was  made  ])ost- 
master  May  5,  ]899.  The  office  w^as  kei)t  in  existence 
only  by  constant  lighting,  because  it  interfered  se- 
riously with  Sligo,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  and  just 
north  of  the  toll-gate,  the  receipts  for  that  office  then 
depending  on  the  number  of  letters  mailed  and  can- 
celled tliere.  In  1900  the  postmaster  at  Sligo  suc- 
ceeded in  having  the  Silver  Spring  office  discontinued, 
but  I  secured  a  further  hearing,  and  had  the  order  dis- 
continuing- it  "rescinded."  I  remained  postmaster 
until  February  21,  1906,  and  estal)lished  the  Money 
Order  System  and  the  Bural  Free  Delivery  there  with 
three  carriers.  The  office  reriuiring  more  time  than  I 
could  give  it,  I  resigned,  and  ^ir.  Frank  L.  Hewitt,  my 
assistant,  succeeded  me  and  remained  postmaster  until 
removed  by  a  Democratic  administration. 

Silver   Si)ring  now   has   the  Woman's   Oooi)erative 
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Impruvciiieiit  Society,  orgaiiiztMl  about  I'oui-  years  ago. 
It  is  a  most  eriicieiit,  useful  ami  public-spirited  organi- 
zatiou.  Mrs.  W.  1>.  Newiuaii,  wbo  was  president  until 
recently,  has  been  succeeded  l)y  Mrs.  L.  K.  AVarren. 

4Mie  \^)lunteei'  I''ii'(^  j\sso(;iation  was  organized  two 
years  ago,  and  i)()ssesses  a  complete  modern  lire  appa- 
ratus, ^riie  president  is  AVilliam  Juvenal,  and  Clay 
V.  l)a\'is  secretarw 

^riie  militia  company,  consisting  of  se\'enty-five  men, 
drill  iu  the  Silvei-  S])riiig  Armory  and  served  during 
the  recent  ti'oubles  on  the  border  with  Mexico.  The}' 
are  a  "cra(.*k"  compau}'  and  considered  one  of  the  best 
in  Maryland. 

Brooke  Lee,  son  of  Honorable  Blair  Lee,  is  captain, 
and  l^'rank  Jj.  Hewitt  lieutenant. 

Sih'er  Spring  at  i)resent  consists  of  some  seventy- 
five  dwellings,  ten  stori'S,  a  mill,  and  a  national  bank. 
Its  growth  an<l  pros])erity  are  assnred. 

It  has  not  been  in('Oi-])orated  as  a  town,  therefore, 
sulfers  from  many  of  the  troubles  of  uiiincoiporaled 
villages.  Sewers,  gas,  water,  and  ])oliceuu'n  have 
their  advautages,  but  tlie  ueighborhood  has  been  so 
free  from  the  e\ildoer  that  the  police  ai'e  not  needed. 
l*ilectric  light  enables  us  to  see  wilhont  gas  and  a  coun- 
try town  witli  nuin>'  gardens  and  surrounding  fields, 
when  a  healthy  community,  overhjoks  the  sewer  pi-ob- 
lem,  and  tlie  rain  from  heaven  collects  water  b\'  the 
down  s])Out  when  your  well  runs  dr>'  at  less  cost  than 
the  water  main.  I>ut  these  bomitiful  aids  to  nature 
are  not  likel\'  to  li\'e  man>'  months  long<'r  in  SiKer 
S[)ring,  for  this  iiourishing  commnnil>  is  (!\en  iu)W 
])laiming  a  go\('rnmenl  to  I'urnish  all  of  these  necessi- 
ties, besides  the  maii>'  (»tlier  modern  con\'eniences 
Avliich  wc!  recei\'e  from  politics  and  politicians,  and  for 
which  we  pa>'  in  good  old  Anu'rican  mone}'. 


